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IL AMENDMENT AND REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

This amendment is responsive to the Office Action mailed October 10, 1997. 
Applicants respectfully request that the following amendments be entered into the 
above-captioned application: 

In the Claims 

Applicants request entering the below amendment to claims 5, 7, S, 20, 12, 23, 26, 27, 
28, 20, 22, 23, 32, 32, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 49-68, 70-72, 74-76 and 78-84, and the 
addition of new claims 85 (all of the claims are reproduced for the Examiner's convenience): 

2. The method of claim 58, wherein said step of storing comprises the steps of: 
selecting a specific storage location; 

inputting said unit of programming to said selected storage location; and 
storing said inputted unit of programnaing at said selected location. 

3. The method of claim 58, wherein said station comprises a plurality of storage 
devices, said step of storing at least one of said units of programming comprises the 
steps of: 

selecting a specific storage device; 

inputting said unit of programming to said selected storage device; and 
storing said inputted unit of programming in said selected storage device. 



5. (Amended) A method of controllings at an intermediate television transmission 
station^ OT&^ommunication of television programming [from a programming source] to 
a subscriber,^5aid station having a computer for controlling the storage and 
communication of s^id television programming, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving units of Naid television progranmiin g. by said station, from a remote 
television programming soura 
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receiving signals from said remote [television programming] source, each of said 
signals identifying one of said received units [of programming] or the source of one of 
said received wits [of programming]; 

inputting ^id signals to the computer; 

storing at lea^t one of said received units [of television programming received by 
said station from said demote programming source]; 

receiving at the computer a programming schedule, said programming schedule 
designating for at least one^of said received units [of programming] or said at least one 
stored unit at least one of: 

(a) an output channelNto be used in communicating the at least one of said 
received units or said at least one\tored unit [of television programming] to [a] said 
subscriber; and 

(b) a time the at least one of saM received units or said at least one stored unit 
[of television programming] is to be commtkdcated to [a] said subscriber; and 

communicating at least one of said received units or said at least one stored unit 
[of said received units or said stored units of television programming] from said 
[transmission] station to [at least one] said subscr^er according to the programming 
schedule. 



7. ^N(Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein said station comprises a plurality of 
receivers fbr receiving the received units [of television programming] and the signals 
[from said progi^^nming sources], said step of inputting comprising the steps of: 
selecting a specific one of said receivers; and 

inputting said signaKreceived by said selected receiver to said computer. 
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8. (Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein said at least one stored unit is stored 
at a local programming source, [units of programming commurucated from said 
transmission station to said at least one subscriber are selected from: 

(a) the units of programming received at said trarismission station from the 
remote programming source; and 

(b) the units of television programming stored at a local programming 
source,] said local [programming] source comprising a television programming storage 
device located at said station for storing said at least one stored unit[s of programming]. 



9. The method of claim 5, [and] further comprising the step of logging said step of 
communicating. 

10. (Amended) A method of controllings at an intermediate transmission station^ the 
communication of television programming [from a ttlevision programnung source] to a 
subscriber, said [transmission] station comprising a computer for controlling the 
communication of said television programming,y6aid method comprising the steps of: 

receiving units of said television programmin g, to be communicated to said 
subscriber, [units] from a remote televisipn programming source; 

loading a plurality of prerecc^dedyunits of said television programming , to be 
communicated to said subscriber, Qmo/ a local programming source located at said 
[transmission] station; ^-7^ 

receiving a plurality of signalsf from a remote programming source, each of said 
signals designating one unit of said loaded units or said received units [of television 
programming to be communicated to a subscriber]; 

identifying in response /o each of said [control] signal s said one [the] unit [of 
programming] designated byysaid signal , the one unit being selected from: 
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(a) the received units [of programming]/ received at said [transmission] 
station from the remote [programming] source; anc 

(b) the loaded units [of programmingj/loaded onto the local [programming] 
source, 

said local [programming] source >^(/rrfprising a programming storage device 
located at said [television transmission] stfitton; 

communicating each said one [identified] unit [of television programming] to the 
subscriber. 

rK (Amended) The method of claim 10 further comprising a step of receiving a 
prograhmiing schedule, said programming schedule designating at least one of a time 
and an outpiitschannel for communicating each said [identified programming] one unit 
to [a] said subscrft^er, wherein said step of communicating comprises the step of 
commurucating each s^d,^^[identified] one unit [of programming] to the subscriber 
according to the programmingS^edule. 




13. (Xmended) The method of claim 10, v^herein said step of communicating 
comprises tRe step of communicating each [identified] said one unit [of programming] 
to the subscribeKaccording to [one of] said each of said [plurality of] signals, said [one] 
each of said signalsNftirther designating at least one of a time and a channel for 
communicating said [idenij[fiedl one unit to the subscriber. . 



\ ) \^ device 



; 16. Amended) The method of claim 10 further comprising the step of storing one of 
said receWed units [of television progranmiing] received by said station in the storage 
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17. \ (Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein said step of identifying comprises 
the ste^s of: 

corWparing [one of] said each of said signals to data in said programming 
schedule, sar^ data identifying the one unit [of television programming]; 

determii^g based on said programming schedule whether the one unit 
designated by saig each of said [one control] signals will be received from the remote 
[programming] source and should be communicated immediately upon receipt to [a] 
the subscriber, or wh^her the one [designated] unit is loaded onto the local 
[programming] source andvshould be output therefrom to [a] tfie subscriber, each of 
said [units of programming] prerecorded units loaded onto the local [programming] 
source being stored at a storage RsK:ation on the local [programming] source; and 

identifying the storage loca^on of the one unit [of television programming] 
designated by said each of said [one cVtrol] signals if the one unit [designated by said 
one control signal] is loaded onto the localsjprogramming] source. 



18. (Amended) The method of claim 10 wherein there are [a plurality of] different 
types of said plut'^i>lfa^ of signals, and only some of said signals each designate one of 
said one unit[s of programming] . 



'Vf. The method ot 
communicating. 




prising the step of logging said step of 



20. (AmendedjNAn apparatus located at an intermediate television transmission 
station for controlling the communication of units of television programming to a 
plurality of subscribers, said apparatus comprising: 

a receiver for receiving said^ unhsLof television programming and signals from a 
remote programming source, each of said rfecmved signals identifying one unit of the 
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received units [of programming] or identifying the programming source of the received 
units; 

A television programming storage device for storing said units of television 
prograrnrrong [units] and for outputting or playing said stored [television 
programming units [stored thereon], said storage device storing signals identifying the 
stored units [ot^rograrruning stored thereon]; 

a switch haying [respective] inputs [electrically] operatively coimected to said 
receiver and said stOTage device, said switch having one or more outputs [electrically] 
operatively coimected to one or more output channels; 

a computer [electrically] operatively connected to said receiver, said switch and 
said storage device, said computer [receiving or] having access to a programming 
schedule, the programming schedule designating for at least one unit of said received 
units or said stored units [of programming] at least one of: 

(a) a time to communica^s^ [the unit of programming] to [a] the subscriber; 

and 

^ (b) an output channel to \e used for communicating [the unit of 

programming] to the subscriber; and 

said computer selecting each of said a\ least one unit [of programming] of said 
received units or said stored units designated\by said programming schedule [from 
units received by said receiver and units stored inlaid storage device] based upon said 
received signals and said stored signals, and said coinputer configuring said switch and 
controlling said storage device to communicate sai^ selected units [of television 

programming] to the subscriber according to said progrankning schedule. 



22. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein said storage device comprises a 
plurality of television programming storage devices connected to said switch, said 
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computer further configuring said switch to select a specific one of said plurality of 
television programming storage devices. 

23^^ (Amended) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein said received signals further 
includeN^ormation designating one of said received units [of programming] for 
storage or delayed conununication to the subscriber, wherein said computer further 
operates to controlWd switch and said [progranmiing] storage device to store ones of 
said received units [of prbgmmming received at said switch] that are designated by said 
received signals for storage or dtel^yed communication to [a] the subscriber. 



31. (Amended) A method of controlling at an intermediate television transmission 
station the conmiunication of television programming to a subscriber, said station 
havingya computer for controlling the communication of said television programnung, 
said metniSKi comprising the steps of: 

receivW at least one unit of said television progranrniing from a remote 
programming sobirce; 

receiving a siWial; 

storing a plurality of units of said television programming on a local 
progranrniing source; \ 

receiving a progranunirig schedule designating for said received at least one unit 
[at least one unit of said received units] or said stored units at least one of: 

(a) an output channel to bXused in communicating said received at least on 
unit or said stored units [the unit of progtemming]; 

(b) an approximate time [theXunit of programming is to be] for 
communicat[ed]ing to [a] the subscriber said feceived at least one unit or said stored 
units; \ 

detecting said signal; \ 

8 



Serial No. 08/113,329 
Docket No. 5634.0008 



ising said detected signal to the computer; 
idemjfying that said detected signal is a predetermined signal; and 
conuniMcating one unit of said [at least one] received unit or said stored units 
[of television programming] from said [transmission] station to at least one of said 
subscriber in responis^ to said step of identifying and according to said progranuning 
schedule. 

32. (Amended) The methdd of claim 31, wherein said signal is one of a plurality of 
different signals, said step of idei^tifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct- 
to-delay signal, and said method further comprises the steps of selecting one of said 
received at least one unit[s] and storing said selected unit [of programming] in response 
to said step of identifying the instruct-tosdelay signal, thereby allowing a delayed 
communication of the selected unit [of progranuning]. 



33. The method 
delay signal. 




it is identified by said instruct-to- 



V 34. (S^ended) The method of claim 32 wherein said selected unit is identified by 

being transmitted with said instruct-to-delay signal from the [at least one] remote 
[progranuningf^urce. 



35. (Amended) Thelnethod of claim 31, wherein said signal is one of a plurality of 
signals, said step of idenHh^ing comprises the step of identifying an instruct-to- 
communicate signal, said step of communicating being performed in response to said 
step of identifying said instruct-to^mmunicate signal, said step of conununicating 
comprises the steps of: 

selecting a unit [of programming] froiivone of: 
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the Stored units [of programming] stored on the local [progranuning] 
source; an^ 

(b) \the received at least one unit [of programming] received [at said 
transmission station] from the remote [programming] source; and 

communicating said selected unit to [a] tfie subscriber at a time and on an output 
channel according\o said programming schedule. 

36. (Amended) ThX method of claim 31, wherein said signal is one of a plurality of 
different signals, said stdp of identifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct- 
to-determine-input signal, Jind said step of commurucating comprises the steps of: 
selecting a unit [of programming] from one of: 

(a) the stored units \[of progranuiung] stored on the local [programming] 
source, said local [progranmun^ source being [electrically] operatively cormected to a 
first input of a switch; and 

(b) the received at leastXone unit [of programming] received [at said 
transmission station] from the remote [programming] source, said received unit[s] 
being [electrically] operatively connected to a second input of the switch, the switch 
[electrically] operatively connecting one the first and second [switch] inputs to a 
switch output; 

identifying [in response to said instru\t-to-determine-input signal] one of the 
first and second [switch] inputs from which fb communicate said selected unit [of 
programming] to [a] the subscriber in responseX to said instruct-to-determine-input 
signal; 

configuring the switch to transfer the selected \init from the identified [switch] 
input to the switch output; 

communicating said selected unit from the switchXoutput to [a] the subscriber 
according to said programming schedule. 
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37. (AmeJE^ed) The method of claim 31, wherein said signal is one of a plurality of 
different signaJisL said step of identifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct- 
tO"determine-outp^t signal, and said step of communicating comprises the steps of: 

selecting a units(of progrannming] from one of: 

(a) the storedN inits [of programming] stored on the local [programming] 
source; and 

(b) the received uniK Tat least one unit of programming] received [at said 
transmission station] from the remote [programming] source; 

identifying [in response to said instruct-to-determine-output signal] an output 
channel over which to communicate saki selected unit [of programming] to [a] the 
subscriber in response to said instruct-to-de^rmine-input signal; and 

communicating said selected unit to [al\he subscriber over the identified output 
channel. 

38. (Amended) The method of claim 31, wherein said signal is one of a plurality of 
different signals, the [transmission] station comprising a switch electrically connecting 
first and second [one of a plurality of] switch inputs to [one of] a plurality of switch 
outputs, each of said switch outputs electrLcally connected to one [of a plurality of the] 
said output charmel[s], the stored units am tfie received unit[s] electrically connected to 
said first and second [said] switdf^puts^ respectively, said step of identifying 
comprises the step of identifyirig^n instruct-to-transfer signal, and said step of 
communicating comprises the stept 

selecting a unit of programming from the stored units or the [at least one] 
received unit; 

identifying one of the first and second switch inputs from which to communicate 
the selected unit [of programming]; 
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identifying one of [the] said switch outputs to which to transfer said selected unit 
[of programming], said one switch output being identified through the designation of 
the output channel by the progranuning schedule; 

communicating a switch control signal to th^ switch in response to said steps of 
identifying said one of the first and second switcK inputs and the one switch output; 

configuring said switch in response te^aid switch control signal to transfer said 
selected unit [of programming] from said^^entified one of said first and second switch 
inputs to said identified one switch output> 

communicating the [transferred unit of programming] selected unit according to 
said programming schedule over a/cable television distribution system. 

39. (Amended) The method of either of claims 32, 35, or 37 wherein said step of 
communicating further comprises the steps of: 

communicating a switch control signal to a switch; 

configuring said switch in response to said switch control signal to transfer one 
unit of said received unit[s] or said stored units [of television programming] from a 
selected input of said switch to a selected output of said switch. 

40X (Amended) A method of controlling at an intermediate television transmission 
station itie communication of units of television programming to a subscriber, said 
station havh^ a computer for controlling the communication of said television 
programming, saki method comprising the steps of: 

receiving unit\^of said television programming from at least one remote 
television programming shurce; 

receiving a control si^l:^ from said at least one remote [programming] source 
and inputting said control signal together with information designating at least one of: 

(a) one of said received uni^^'^f^rograrnrni^^^ 
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a programming source; and 
(c) \ a trarismission channel; 

selectin^vpri^ of said received units in response to said inputted [receiving said] 
control signal and^eceiving] said [inputted] information; 

identifying an\putput channel in response to said inputted [receiving said] 
control signal and said [inputted] information; 

receiving a programrmng schedule designating for each of a plurality of said 
received units [of television programming] at least one of: 

(a) an output channel to\be used in communicating the selected unit [of 
television programming]; and 

(b) a time said selected unit\[of television programming] is to be 
communicated to [a] said subscriber; and 

communicating the selected unit [of television programming] from said 
[transmission] station to at least one said subscriber according to the programming 
schedule. 



42.\ (Amended) The method of claim 40 wherein said station has a plurality of said 
output channels [for] to be used in communicating [television programming] said the 
selected unit ra^] said subscriber, said step [of] communicating further comprising the 
steps of: 

communicating swH^control signals to a switch; 

configuring said swit^^^ to communicate said selected unit [of television 
programming] to the identified ou^ut channel. 



"44: -Ib a^mpthnd of claim 40 

communicating. 




rtligjvco mprising the step of logging said step of 
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49. (Amended) The method of claim 8, 17, [38,] or 42 further comprising the step of 
identifying a specific one of said received units of [television programming] on the basis 
of a unit identification signal embedded in said received unit [of television 
programming] . 

50. (Amended) The method of claim 8, 17, 31, 38 or 42 further comprising the step of 
logging [for each unit of television programming communicated to a subscriber] a unit 
identification signal identifying [the unit and] at least one of: 

(a) [a specific] said time [when the unit is communicated to a subscriber]; and 

(b) [a specific] said output channel [over which the unit of programming is 
communicated to a subscriber]. 

51N. (Amended) The method of claim 5, 11, 31 or 40, wherein said step of receiving 
[a] said p^gramming schedule comprises the steps of receiving the programming 
schedule from aJemote information source and storing the programming schedule. 

52. (Amended) The method of claim 8, 17, or 42, [further comprising the step of 
receiving] wherein said programming schedule is received from a remote information 
source. 

"5^ (Amended) The method of claim 31, wherein said step of storing comprises the 
steps^^f: 

loadmg a plurality of prerecorded ones of said units of television programming 
onto the local [programming] source; and 

storing a plikality of said received at least one unit[s of programming] on the 
local [programming] source. 
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54. VAmended) The method of claim 31, wherein said signal is one of a plurality of 
differen^signals, said step of identifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct- 
to-overlay \signal, said step of communicating being performed in response to 
identifying th^ instruct-to-overlay signal, said step of communicating comprises the 
steps of: 

selecting [af ^mote] one of said received at least one unit [of programming] from 
the [at least one ^uniKpt programming received at said transmission station from the] 
remote [programming] source; 

selecting [a local unit of programming from the units of programming] one of 
said stored units stored on tnfe local [programming] source [at the transmission station]; 

communicating to [a] thksubscriber said selected [remote unit of programming] 
one of said received at least one mdt and said selected [local unit of programnaing] one 
of said stored units to allow [the] combined presentation [at] to the subscriber [of the 
selected remote unit and the selected lois;al unit]. 

^ 55. (AmerM^d) The method of claim 31, wherein said step of receiving comprises 
the step of receivbi^^ programming transmission via satellite from a television 
network, said programrrtk^g transmission comprising said at least one unit of said 
television programming and onfevm* more digital signals embedded in the programming 
transmission. 

56. (Amended^ A method of controllings at a television transmission station^ the 
communication of prhgrarnrrdng from at least one progrannming source to a subscriber, 
the station including a ramputer for controlling the communication of said television 
programming, said metmo^i-^mprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one umt of said television programming at the [programming 
transmission] station from a remote^levision programming source; 
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loaoing or inputting at least one prerecorded unit of said television 
programmi^ onto a local prograniming source; 

receiving at the computer a programming schedule that designates, for said 
loaded at least one unit [of said prerecorded programming] or said received at least one 
unit [programnimg], at least one of: 

(a) an output channel to be used in communicating [the unit of television 
programming]; anm 

(b) a tim^ [the unit of television programming is to be] for 
communicat[ed]ing to a subscriber; 

selecting[, based\pnj said programming schedule,] one of said loaded or said 
received at least on/ imit ^ fur^ of programming] , based on said programming 
schedule, for cornmumcatiapf from: 

(a) said [at least ohe unit of television programming] received at least one 
unit received by said station from the remote [programming] source; and 

(b) said [at least onA prerecorded] loaded at least one unit [of television 
programming] loaded onto the lotal [programming] source; 

communicating said selected unit [of television programming] from said 
[transmission] station to at least one said subscriber according to said programming 
schedule; and \ 

logging and step of communicatmg the selected [programming] unit. 

57. (Amended) The method of claim 5& wherein said step of receiving comprises the 
steps of receiving [a] said programming schedule from a remote information source and 
storing the programming schedule in tha computer, the progranmiing schedule 
designating for [at least one unit of said programming] said received at least one unit 
[from the remote programimng source] or [^ least one unit of said prerecorded 
programixung] said loaded at least one unit [on thfii local programnung source]: 
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(a) \ [an] said output channel [to be used in communicating the unit of 
television programming]; and 

(b) \the time [the unit of television programming is to be communicated to a 
subscriber]. 

58. (AmendedV The method of claim 56 wherein said step of loading or inputting 
comprises the steA of loading a tape onto a video tape player/ recorder, said tape 
player/ recorder located at the [transmission] station, said tape having said loaded at 
least one unit[s of television programming] prerecorded thereon. 

59. (Amended) The^^thod of claim 56 wherein said step of receiving comprises the 
step of receiving a pluralimof m of said television programming via satellite from a 
television network. 

60. (Amended) The method of claim 56, further comprising the step of storing said 
received at least one unit [at least one of said units of programming] received from said 
remote [programming] source on\a video tape player/ recorder at said station for 
delayed communication to [a] the subscriber. 

61. (Amended) The method of claim 56, wherein said step of conununicating further 
comprises communicating a unit identification signal with the selected unit, said unit 
identification signal identifying the selected^^unit [of programming], wherein said step 
of logging comprises the steps of: 

detecting the unit identification signal dicing said step of communicating; and 
creating a record evidencing said step of communicating the selected 
[programming] unit to the subscriber based on saia step of detecting. 
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62. (^mended) A method of controllings at a television transmission station the 
communication of television programming from a plurality of programming sources to 
a subscriber, said station having a computer for controlling the communication of 
programnung, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of units of said television programming from a remote 
television programnung source; 

storing at le^st one of said received units [of programming] received from said 
remote [programming] source at said [transmission] station; 

receiving a proWarnrning schedule that designates for at least one unit of said 
received units or said stored unit[s] at least one of: 

(a) an output cA^r^el to be used in communicating [the unit of television 
programming]; and 

(b) a time [theyinit^fy4:elevision programming is to be] for communicated to 
[a] tfje subscriber; 

selecting one of said received units or said stored at least one unit [of 
programming] for communication from: 

(a) said received units [of television programming being] received [by said 
station] from the remote [programirung] source but which are not stored at said 
[transmission] station; and \ 

(b) said stored at least one un^t [at least one of said units of television 
programming that were received from the remote programming source and stored at 
said transmission station]; 

communicating said selected unit [of\ television programming] from said 
[transmission] station to at least one said subscr^J>er according to said programming 
schedule; and 

logging said step of communicating. 
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63. (Amended) A method of controllings at a television transmission station^ the 
communication of television prograrrmiing from a plurality of programming sources to 
a subscribeV, said station having a computer for controlling the communication of said 
television programming, said station having a switch [for electrically connecting one of 
a plurality of s\^itch inputs to a switch output], said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving \ at a receiver located at the station a unit of said television 
programming froip a remote television programming source, the receiver connected to 
a first input of the sVitch; 

storing a plurality of units of said television programming on a local 
programming source^ Vile local [programming] source being connected to a second 
input of the switch; 

^uter a programming schedule that designates for at least 
one unit of said received~unXt or said stored units at least one of: 

(a) a time [the unit \^ to be] for communicat[ed]ion to [a] the subscriber; and 

(b) an output chanAel to be used in communicating [the unit] to the 
subscriber; 

selecting[, based on said pr\3gramming schedule,] one urut of said received unit 
or said stored units based on said programming schedule; 

identifying said first [the] switch input [cormected to the selected urut]; 

communicating a switch control isignal from the computer to the switch; 

configuring the switch in response to the switch control signal to transfer the 
selected unit [of programming] from theXidentified said first switch input to [the] a 
switch output; 

communicating the selected unit fron\ the switch output to [a] the subscriber 
over [an] said output channel according to the programming schedule; and 
logging said step of communicating. 
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64. (J^mended) The method of claim 63 wherein said step of storing comprises the 
steps of: 

storiW said received unit on the local [progranuning] source; and 
loading a plurality of prerecorded units of said television programming onto the 
local [prograrrmung] source. 

65. (Amendedjy A method of controllings at a television transmission station^ the 
conmiunication of linits of television programming to a subscriber, the station having a 
computer for controlling the communication of units of said television programming, 
said station comprisinG^ sv^itch that selectably connects one of a plurality of switch 
inputs to a switch ouflpuosaid method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality o Vsaid units of television programming onto one of a plurality 
of programming sources, each of said programming sources [electrically] operatively 
connected to one of said switch inputs; 

receiving a plurality of signals from a remote programming source; 

receiving at the computerXa programming schedule that designates for at least 
one of said stored units [of prograimning] at least one of: 

(a) an output channel to Ibe used in communicating [the unit of television 
programming]; and 

(b) a time [the unit of \ television programming is to be] for 
communicat[ed]ing to [a] the subscriber; 

passing said received signals to the computer; 

selecting one of said stored units in response to [receiving] one of said signals; 

identifying one of the switch input s that are connected to the programming 
source storing the selected unit; 

configuring the switch to transfer the selec^led unit from the identified one of the 
switch inputs to the switch output; 
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Vommunicating the selected unit from the switch output to the subscriber 

according to the programming schedule; and 

logging the step of communicating. 
\ 

66. (Amendea^ The method of claim 65 wherein said step of storing comprises the 
step of loading a pl^r^^lity of prerecorded ones of said uruts of television programming 
onto the progranrutung^^o^urces. 



67. (Amended) The method of claim 65 wherein said step of storing comprises the 
steps of: 

receiving a plurality of sai^ units of programming from a television network; 

and 

storing said received units [of pro^amming] on the programming sources. 

\ 

68. (Amended) A method of controlling the conununication of units of television 
programming to a subscriber comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of said units of television programming from a remote 
programming source; 

storing a plurality of said units of television programming on a local 
programming source; 

receiving a pluraUfv of signals from said remote [prograrmning] source; 

receiving at a computer a programming schedule that designates for one or more 
units of said stored uruts or saiH received uruts at least one of: 

(a) an output channel to be used in communicating [the unit of television 
programming]; and 

(b) a time [the unit oK television programming is to be] for 
conununicat[ed]ing to [a] the subscriber; 
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feting one unit of said stored units or said received units based upon at least 
one of said rec;eived signals; and 

communicating said selected unit [of programming] to the subscriber at the time 
or on the channel designate by said programming schedule. 



69. The method of clainr-48^urthei 
communicating said selected unit to the 




ising a step of logging the step of 



70. (Attended) The method of claim 68 wherein said step of storing comprises the 
steps of: 

loading \ plurality of prerecorded ones of said units of television programming 
onto the local [proWanriming] source; and 

storing said received units [of programming] on the local [programming] source. 

71. (Amended) The method of claim 68 wherein said step of receiving a plurality of 
signals comprises the step of\eceiving [a] said plurality of signals from the remote 
programming source, each of said signals identifying either one unit of said stored units 
or said received units or a source of one unit of said stored units or said received units. 



72. (Amended) A method of controllings at a transmission station^ the 
communication of units of television programming to a subscriber, the [transmission] 
station having a computer for controlling the communication of said television 
programming, said mema^ comprising the steps of: 

receiving a pliirali^ of units of said television programming from a remote 
programming source; 

receiving a plurality of sisals from a remote [programming] signal source; 
selecting one of said receiveo^nits in response to [receiving] one of said signals; 
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detOTirdning, based on said one signal, whether said selected unit should be 
retransmittea to [a] the subscriber immediately or whether said selected unit should be 
stored on a local programming source for delayed communication to [a] the subscriber; 

storing said selected unit on the local [programming] source if, based upon said 
step of determming, said selected unit should be stored for said delayed 
communication; 

receiving a pj^gramming schedule that designates for some of said received 
units [of programmir^at least one of: 

(a) an outjS^ut i^ha^el to be used in communicating [the unit of television 
programming]; and 

(b) a time [the uni\of television programming is to be] for communicat[ed]ion 
to [a] the subscriber; 

communicating, at the \ime or on the output channel designated by said 
programming schedule, said selected unit from the local [programming] source to the 
subscriber if the selected unit is stored on the local [programming] source [for delayed 
commurucation] ; 

logging the step of communicating [said outputted unit] to the subscriber. 



/ 



73r^^--Thejnethod of claim 72 furthei/;^omt^isj^ the step of convmunicating said 
selected unit to the subscriber IfrBaT^^H;:^!^^!^ step of determining, the selected unit 
should be retransmitted immediately. 



74. (Amen^d) The method of claim 72 wherein said step of communicating 
comprises the ste^aof : 

outputting, at/aStime or on a channel designated by said schedule, said selected 
unit from the local Ipro^'^mming] source if the selected unit is stored on the local 
[progranuning] source; and 
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ransmitting the outputted unit to the subscriber via a cable distribution system. 

75. (Amended) A method of controlling at a television programming transmission 
station the communication of units of said television programming to a subscriber, the 
station having, a computer for controlling the communication of progranvming, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

storing a ur^it of said television programming and a unit identification signal on 
a local programming source, said unit identification signal identifying said unit of 
television programmiW; 

receiving at theXce^nputer a programming schedule that designates for said 
stored unit [of progranunWjat least one of: 

(a) an output^ chapel to be used in communicating [the unit of television 
programming]; and 

(b) a time [the ^init of television programming is to be] for 
communicat [edi ing to [a] the subscriber; 

outputting said stored unit fof programming] and said unit identification signal 
from the local [programming] sourceyat the time or onto the output channel designated 
by said programming schedule; 

communicating at least said oui^utted stored unit and said outputted unit 
identification signal to the subscriber; 

detecting the unit identification signal outputted from the local programming 
source; and 

logging said step of communicating basedvupon said step of detecting. 

76. (Amended) The method of claim 75 whereimsaid step of logging comprises the 
step of creating a record evidencing said step of conununicating [said unit]. 
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ommunicating comprises the step 
>utted unit identification signal to 



78. (Amended) A method of controlling at a television/ transmission station the 
communication of television programming from at least orie programming source to a 
subscriber, the station having a computer for controlling the communication of said 
television programming, the station comprising a switch [for connecting one of a 
plurality of switch inputs to a switch output], said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a unit of said television progranuyung from a remote programming 
source; / 

receiving at a receiver a signal from the remote programming source, the 
receiver electrically connected to a first input of me switch; 

storing a plurality of units of said pi/ograrnrning onto a local programming 
source located at said [transmission] station,/said local source [electrically] operatively 
connected to a second [switch] input of ti^e switch; 

scheduling^ for cormnnnicatioT{Q6.e.pf said stored units; 

selecting [, based on the receivexi ^^>gnal,] at least one unit of said received unit or 
said [scheduled unit] stored units [in the local programming source] based on the 
received signal; / 

identifying the first or second [switch] input connected to the selected unit; 

communicating a switch control signal from the computer to the switch; 

configuring the switch in response to said switch control signal to transfer the 
selected unit from the identified switch input to [the] a switch output; 

communicating said selected unit [of television programming] from said switch 
output to the subscriber. / 



The method of claim 75 wherein s^d/ste 
of communicating said outputte3^ 
the subscriber. 
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79. (Amended) A method of controlling the coinmunication of television 
programming to a subscriber, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a unit of said television programming from a remote progranmiing 
source; 

receiving at a receiver a signal from the rerclote [programming] source, said 
receiver electrically connected to a first input [to] of a/switch; 

storing a unit of said progranuning on a loaal programming source, said local 
programming source electrically connected to a second input of the switch, the switch 
electrically connecting one of the first or second A switchi inputs to at least one switch 
output; 

receiving a prograniming schedule designating for at least one unit of said 
received unit or said stored unit at least one o| 

(a) an output channel to be /used in communicating [the unit of 
programming]; 

(b) a time [the unit ojr ^eduled progranmung is to be] for 
communicat[ed]ing to [a] tfie subset 

detecting said received signal 

identifying that said detected s^al is a predetermined signal; and 
selecting one unit of said /eceived unit or said stored unit [of television 
programming] in response to said ^ep of identifying said detected signal; 

identifying the first or second [switch] input connected to the selected unit; 
configuring the switch to transfer the selected unit from the identified first or 
second [switch] input to the at /east one switch output; 

contmunicating the sheeted unit from the at least one switch output to [a] the 
subscriber, said selected nmt being communicated with a unit identification signal and 
according to said prograncuning schedule, said urut identification signal identifying the 
selected unit; and 
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logging said step of conununicating, sam step of logging comprises the steps of: 

(a) detecting the unit identification signal during said step of communicating; 

and 

(b) creating a record evid^j^mg said step of communicating based on said 
step of detecting the unit identificatiorisigfial. 

80. (An\ended) The method of claim 78 or 79 wherein said step of storing comprises 
the steps of: 

storing safd^eceived unit on the local [programming] source; and 
loading a p^^y^ity of prerecorded units of said television programming onto the 
local [programming] som*^ 

81. (Xmended) The method of claim 62, 63, 65, 68, 72, 75, 78 or 79 wherein said step 
of receiving^[a] said programming schedule comprises the steps of: 

receiving the programming schedule from a remote information source; and 
storing tli^ received programming schedule. 

82. (Amended) Th^method of claim 5, 10, 31, 40, 56, 62, 63, 65, 68, 72, 75, 78, or 79, 
wherein said step of receiving said units of said television programming from said 
remote [programming] sourls^je further comprises the step of receiving [at least one of: 

(a) television prograinming, including at least one of television video and 
television audio; and 

(b) ] data identifying said uAjts . 

83. (Amended) An apparatus for co)?vtrolling the communication of units of 



K 



television programming to a plurality of^ro^ibers, said apparatus comprising: 
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a receiver for receiving units of said television prograi^nming and signals from a 
remote programming source; 

a television programming storage device [fc^r] storing said television 
programming units and for outputting or playing said stored [television programming] 
units [stored thereon], said storage device storing sign^s identifying the stored units [of 
programming stored thereon]; 

a switch having [respective] inputs [electriofeUy] operatively connected to said 
receiver and said storage device, said switch having one or more outputs [electrically] 
operatively connected to one or more output charmels; 

a computer [electrically] Operatively conmected to said receiver, said switch and 
said storage device, said computer [receiving/ or] having access to a programming 
schedule, the programming schedule designattng for at least one unit of said received 
units or said stored units [of programming] ajneast one of: 

(a) a time to communicate [tly? ipit of programming] to [a] the subscriber; 

and 

(b) one of said one or rke4e ^\an] output channels to be used for 
communicating [the unit of programming] to [a] the subscriber; and 

said computer programmed to nerform the following steps: 

(a) selecting each said uniV of said received units or said stored units [of 
programming] designated by said programming schedule from said received units 
[received by said receiver] and said/stored units [stored in said storage device]; 

(b) configuring said switch and controlling said storage device to 
commurucate said selected units [of television programming] to [a] the subscriber 
according to said programming schedule. 

84. (Amended) ^Ai\ apparatus for controlling the communication of units of 
television programming to>sa plurality of subscribers, said apparatus comprising: 

28 



1: 



Serial No. 08/113,329 
Docket No. 5634.0008 

^ plurality of storage devices, each of said storage devices storing at least one 
unit of said television programming and selectively outputting or playing television 
prograninung stored units [stored thereon], said storage device storing unit 
identificatiomgignals identifying the stored units [of programming stored thereon]; 

a switch\iaving [respective] inputs connected to said storage devices, said switch 
having one or mote outputs [electrically] operatively connected to one or more output 
channels; 

a computer [ele^ically] operatively connected to said switch and said storage 
devices, said computer p^ieceiving or] having access to a programming schedule, the 
programming schedule deisignating for at least one unit of said stored units [of 
programming] at least one of: ^ 
\P ^ (a) a time to commupis;ate [the unit of programming] to [a] the subscribers; 

^ and 



(b) an output chanrfet [t\ be used] for communicating [the unit of 
programming] to [a] the subscribers; 

a signal detector connected to the c^puter for detecting the unit identification 
signals [conununicated with said units of prog^nmiing]; and 

said computer programmed to perform tn^ following steps for each unit of said 
stored units designated in the programming schedule: 

(a) identifying one of said storage devicesN^toring the designated unit [of 
progranmiing]; 

(b) configuring said switch and controlling said sferage device to output the 
designated unit [of television progranmung] with its unit identification signal; 

(c) communicating the outputted unit [of progranurungYto [a] the subscriber 
according to the programming schedule; and 

(d) logging the communication of [each] said outpi^ted unit [of 

programnung] based on information or data provided by the signal detectc 
— V 
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